ST. NICHOLAS MONTESSORI TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION
Supporting Montessori Education in Ireland

Booking Form-Dublin Workshop
Topic: Multilingual Environments - Benefits for Early Language Learning
Presenter: Dr. Deirdre Kirwan
th

Date: Saturday 10 February 2018
Time: 9.45 am – 1.00 pm
Schedule: Registration: 9.45 am
Starting time: 10.00 am
Refreshments: 11.15 am
Finish: 1.00 pm

Venue: Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin
Parking: Free

Fee: Members €20 Others: €30 (Cheque/Postal Order payable to St. Nicholas Montessori Teachers’ Association)
At this workshop: Dr Kirwan will share the experience she had in her own school via a power point presentation; to invite
participants to share their own experiences; expression and discussion of issues encountered by participants via a
workshop with interaction from participants.
Presenter: Dr Deirdre Kirwan
Déirdre Kirwan was Principal of Scoil Bhríde (Cailíní) for over 20 years. 80% of this primary school’s enrolment is
comprised of pupils from more than 50 different cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Déirdre has explored, with teachers,
parents and pupils, the benefits of an integrated approach to language teaching and learning where the use of pupils’
home languages is encouraged and supported in school. In 2008, Déirdre was awarded European Ambassador for
Languages (Léargas) for her active promotion of cultural and linguistic diversity within the school. In 2009, she was
conferred with a PhD from Trinity College for her research in the area of language education. Since her retirement in
summer 2015, she has continued working with both serving and pre-service teachers to promote the benefits of
plurilingual language use in Ireland and internationally. Déirdre is currently working with the European Centre for Modern
Languages on the topic of early language learning.
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